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Social housing 

promotes the decarbonisation 

of the energy system and the 

built environment by investing 

in renewable energy - through 

self-consumption mechanisms 

and the setting up of energy 

cooperatives.

Social housing already 

drives renovation efforts.

Between 2001 and 2017 

housing providers have 

replaced three quarters of 

oil-based heating systems 

with district heating or 

other more sustainable 

energy sources.

Social housing takes a 

neighbourhood approach

to problem solving, in 

particular by focusing on 

district level Co2 

emissions and the 

promotion of net zero 

emission neighborhoods.



VALUES

Values for a 

social Green Deal 

Resilient 

Communities

Overcoming poverty and 

sociale exclusion by 

investing in the renewable 

energy infrastructure of 

neighborhoods.

Place Ownership

Turning no-go areas into 

places people are proud 

to live in.

Right to Energy

Restoring dignity to those 

living in fuel poverty.

Affordable Homes

Providing decent 

affordable homes in places 

where people can reach 

their full potential.

Addressing and heading-

off growing inequalities 

generated by the 

pandemic 



What features should 

the districts have?

Generate and protect employment by contracting both SMEs 
& large contractors in the construction sector.  

Ensure affordable living costs: rent, energy and charges. 

Inclusion of vulnerable communities & areas with social 
problems.  

Produce measurable reductions in GHG emissions of 
at least districts through sustainable renovation of 
social and private homes.

Improve quality of life in homes, buildings, and neighbourhoods.

Act as laboratory for improvement of digital 
skills, renovation tool-kits, sustainable financing 
and governance models. 

50% grant 50% loan 



43,000 local housing organisations
24,936,000 dwellings
roughly 200,000 new dwellings completed each year
over 200,000 dwellings refurbished each year
over €50bn in new investment per year
7,500+ staff employed directly by the federations
300,000+ staff employed by local housing providers

The estimates provided by respondents and
Housing Europe show that 380,000 units are
expected to be rehabilitated per year on
average between 2019 and 2030. This equates
to around 4.6 million units in total over the
period, or roughly 21 per cent of the nearly 22
million properties owned or managed by
respondents at the time of the survey.

However, many countries chose to interpret
‘rehabilitation’ costs to be in line with
upgrading energy efficiency. These countries
gave average cost figures which typically fell in
the €30,000-40,000 range.
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https://www.housingevolutions.eu/project/le-chaperon-vert/
https://www.housingevolutions.eu/project/the-aalborg-model-transforming-a-vulnerable-housing-area-into-a-mixed-community/
https://www.housingevolutions.eu/project/savonnerie-heymans-a-former-soap-factory-turned-into-a-sustainable-housing-project/
https://www.housingevolutions.eu/project/aster-access-to-sustainability-for-through-energy-efficient-retrofit/
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https://www.housingevolutions.eu/project/sharp-creating-social-acceptance-through-sustainability/
https://www.housingevolutions.eu/project/reelih-improving-energy-efficiency-to-alleviate-energy-poverty/
https://www.housingevolutions.eu/project/nettelbeckplatz-an-experimental-way-of-renewing-a-cooperative-housing-estate-in-berlin/
https://www.housingevolutions.eu/project/energy-efficient-housing-for-senior-citizens/
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https://www.housingevolutions.eu/project/rapid-delivery-housing/
https://www.housingevolutions.eu/project/moerwijkzicht-breda/
https://www.housingevolutions.eu/project/wir-inhauser-comprehensive-refurbishment-of-social-housing/
https://www.housingevolutions.eu/project/bilbao-boluet-high-standard-low-energy-housing/
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https://www.housingevolutions.eu/project/germanys-first-energy-autonomous-apartment-building/
https://www.housingevolutions.eu/project/renovation-of-30-apartments-in-zaramaga/
https://www.housingevolutions.eu/project/klimatratt-see-understand-and-change-your-daily-climate-impact/
https://www.housingevolutions.eu/project/vatterhem-yeah/
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https://www.housingevolutions.eu/project/venning-eco-life/
https://www.housingevolutions.eu/project/tivoli-greencity-the-first-sustainable-neighbourhood-in-brussels/
https://www.housingevolutions.eu/project/an-innovative-coupling-to-tackle-energy-precariousness/
https://www.housingevolutions.eu/project/superlocal-super-circular-estate/
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https://www.housingevolutions.eu/project/joseph-stiftung-kirchliches-wohnungsunternehmen/
https://www.housingevolutions.eu/project/edificio-mirador-de-sanchinarro/?preview_id=1740&preview_nonce=c344528009&_thumbnail_id=1741&preview=true




Scotland’s Housing Festival 2021
What is the Green New Deal for 
Housing?

Patrick Mc Grath
Director – Southside H.A.



Building Project & Evaluation 
Study

Scottish Funding Council & 
CACHE

8 flats in pre-1919 Glasgow 
sandstone tenement

14
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• 70-80% of the 2040 housing stock is 
already built

• Retrofit is essential to carbon 
reduction targets
• 70% & 90% reductions by 2030 

and 2040 
• Net zero carbon emissions by 2045

Retrofit & Reduction of Carbon 
Emissions:



• Glasgow 70,000 units

• Scotland 182,000 units

• Ownership & Tenures

• Heritage & Planning Tensions

• Common repairs & funding
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Challenges with pre 1919 
tenements:



• Led by Professor Ken Gibb

• Monitoring of design, specification & build

• Evaluation framework

• Carbon reduction measurement

• Technical assessments

• Learning & knowledge mobilisation

• Inform the scaling up of wider Glasgow 
tenement retrofit
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Scottish Funding Council 
Award:



• Funding

• Rents vs capital

• Technical – Enerphit standard

• Heating, hot water, moisture, 
insulation

• Planning

• EWI, ASHP, PVs

• Common works/tenure 18

Building Project at 

107 Niddrie Road



Conclusion
Thank you for your attention

Southside Housing Association

T: 0141 422 1112

F: 0141 424 3327

E: enquiries@southside-ha.co.uk

A: Southside House, 135 Fifty Pitches Road, G51 4EB


